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A Store Almost in Sight tells the story of commercial development in central Missouri from the early days of
American settlement following the Louisiana Purchase to the Civil War. Focusing on those counties near or
on the Missouri River, historian Jeff Bremer confirms that the history of the frontier is also the history of the
spread of capitalist values. The letters, journals, diaries, and travel accounts of Missouri settlers and visitors
reveal how small decisions made by Missouri’s rural white settlers—ranging from how much of a certain
crop to plant to how many eggs to take to the local store—contributed to the establishment of a market
economy in the state.

Most Missourians welcomed the opportunity to take part in commercial markets. Farmwomen sold eggs or
butter to peddlers and in nearby towns, while men took surplus corn or pork to stores for credit. Immigrants
searched for the most fertile land closest to waterways, to ensure they would have large harvests and an easy
way to ship them to market. Families floated farm goods downriver until steamboats transformed rural life
by drastically reducing the cost of transportation and boosting farm production and consumption. Traders
also trekked west across the plains to trade at the inland entrepôt of Santa Fe. The waves of migrants headed
for Oregon and California in the 1840s and 1850s further encouraged commercial development. However,
most white settlers lacked the necessary financial means to be capitalists in a technical sense, seeking instead
a “competency,” or comfortable independence.

This fresh reinterpretation of the American frontier will interest anyone who wants to understand the
economic and social significance of westward migration in U.S. history. It gives the reader a gritty,
grassroots sense of how ordinary people made their livings and built communities in the lands newly opened
to American settlement.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic
Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest
Experience). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation of Missouri from the
Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest Experience). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Edward Vogler:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Store Almost in Sight: The
Economic Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest
Experience), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Dorothy Cropper:

This A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the
Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look
for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A Store
Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War
(Iowa and the Midwest Experience) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
also knowledge.

David Fern:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than



other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation of
Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest Experience). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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