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Medical error as defined in Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and
Social Causes encompasses many categories including, but not limited to, medical error, hospital-acquired
infections, medication errors, deaths from misdiagnosis, deaths from infectious diarrhea in nursing homes,
surgical and post-operative complications, lethal blood clots in veins, and excessive radiation from CT scans.
When the deaths from these categories are counted they become the leading cause of fatality to Americans,
outpacing cancer and heart disease. Add the numbers of fatalities (mortality) to the millions each year who
are injured (morbidity) and whose quality of life is forever effected, and an epidemic of harm is defined.

The book describes the many systemic and social causes of medical error and iatrogenic events, all of which
are cited in the peer-review science, that have a direct effect on the epidemic of patient injury, but are rarely
or never considered. These systemic causes include factory medicine (for-profit medicine), staffing ratios in
clinical and non-clinical departments, shift work, healthcare working conditions, lack of accountability, legal
issues that conflict with patient safety issues, bullying and hierarchical relationships, training of healthcare
workers that never rises to the level of risk, and injury to healthcare workers. The premise of the book is that
if the systemic or social causes are not considered or changed, then medical error will continue to be an
epidemic and no substantial impact in the numbers will be realized.

An expert with 30 years of experience as a health and safety officer in healthcare and as an activist for
community health and safety issues, editor and author William Charney explores the issues surrounding
medical errors and examines the science behind possible solutions. He presents an efficient dialogue that
produces a more systemic exploration and targeting of the causes of medical error and drives an exacting
message: we are dealing with an epidemic of harm, and unless systemic issues are solved, little will change
to subdue the epidemic.

Information on the June 2012 Conference on the Epidemic of Medical Errors & Hospital Acquired Infections
in the US and Canada: the Systemic Causes can be found on the CRC Press Issuu page.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Redden:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Epidemic of Medical Errors and
Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes book as this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Raymond Littlefield:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Epidemic of Medical Errors and
Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes which is finding the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's observe.

Mary Jacobs:

This Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit
of digest in reading this Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social
Causes can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Teresa White:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired
Infections: Systemic and Social Causes was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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