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Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Athens examines the emerging concern for
controlling states of psychological ecstasy in the history of western thought, focusing on ancient Greece (c.
750-146 BCE), particularly the Classical Period (c. 500-336 BCE) and especially the dialogues of the
Athenian philosopher Plato (427-347 BCE). Employing a diverse array of materials ranging from literature,
philosophy, medicine, botany, pharmacology, religion, magic, and law, Pharmakon fundamentally reframes
the conceptual context of how we read and interpret Plato's dialogues. Michael A. Rinella demonstrates how
the power and truth claims of philosophy, repeatedly likened to a pharmakon, opposes itself to the cultural
authority of a host of other occupations in ancient Greek society who derived their powers from, or likened
their authority to, some pharmakon. These included Dionysian and Eleusinian religion, physicians and other
healers, magicians and other magic workers, poets, sophists, rhetoricians, as well as others. Accessible to the
general reader, yet challenging to the specialist, Pharmakon is a comprehensive examination of the place of
drugs in ancient thought that will compel the reader to understand Plato in a new way.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

Here thing why this specific Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Athens are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Athens
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Athens. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Athens in e-book can be your alternative.

Eunice Buckley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient
Athens can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Michael Due:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and
Identity in Ancient Athens reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt
Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Athens as good book not just by the cover but also
by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Clyde Okane:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity
in Ancient Athens or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those



textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book
likes Pharmakon: Plato, Drug Culture, and Identity in Ancient Athens to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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