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Encompassing numerous territories across four different continents, Portugal's early modern empire
depended upon a vast and complex bureaucracy, yet colonial power did not reside solely in the centralized
state. In a masterful reconceptualization of the functioning of empire, Erik Lars Myrup's Power and
Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World argues that beneath the surface of formal government, an
intricate web of interpersonal relationships played a key role in binding together the Portuguese empire.

Myrup draws on archival research in Portugal, Spain, Brazil, and China to demonstrate how informal
networks of power and patronage offered a crucial means of navigating-or circumventing-the serpentine
paths of the governmental hierarchy. The decisions of the Overseas Council, which governed Portugal's
imperial holdings, reflected not only the merits of the petitions that came before it, but also the personal and
institutional affiliations of the petitioner. In far-flung areas such as São Paulo and Macau, where the formal
bureaucracy was weak, local cultural and economic factors held as much sway over the agents of the colonial
state as did the dictates of the imperial court at Lisbon.

Populated by a host of colorful characters, from backland explorers to colonial magistrates, Power and
Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World demonstrates how informal social connections both
magnified and diminished the power of the colonial state. If such systems contributed to corruption and
fraud, they also facilitated effective cross-cultural exchange and ensured the survival of empire in times of
crisis and decline. Myrup has produced a truly global study that sheds new light on the influence of
interpersonal networks on the administration of a vast overseas empire.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

The guide untitled Power and Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Power and Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

Virginia McNally:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Power and Corruption in the Early Modern
Portuguese World is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Darrin Russell:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Power and Corruption in the Early
Modern Portuguese World which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Brandon Gentry:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Power and Corruption in the Early Modern
Portuguese World to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and
go through it. Beside that the guide Power and Corruption in the Early Modern Portuguese World can to be
your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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