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In June 1870, the residents of the city of New Orleans were aready on edge when two African American
women kidnapped seventeen-month-old Mollie Digby from in front of her New Orleans home. It was the
height of Radical Reconstruction, and the old racial order had been turned upside down: black men now
voted, held office, sat on juries, and served as policemen. Nervous white residents, certain that the end of
davery and resulting "Africanization” of the city would bring chaos, pointed to the Digby abduction as proof
that no white child was safe. Louisiana's twenty-eight-year old Reconstruction governor, Henry Clay
Warmoth, hoping to use the investigation of the kidnapping to validate his newly integrated police force to
the highly suspicious white population of New Orleans, saw to it that the city's best Afro-Creole detective,
John Baptiste Jourdain, was put on the case, and offered a huge reward for the return of Mollie Digby and
the capture of her kidnappers. When the Associated Press sent the story out on the wire, newspaper readers
around the country began to follow the New Orleans mystery. Eventually, police and prosecutors put two
strikingly beautiful Afro-Creole women on trial for the crime, and interest in the case exploded as atense
courtroom drama unfol ded.

In The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case, Michael Ross offers the first full account of this event that
electrified the South at one of the most critical moments in the history of American race relations. Tracing
the crime from the moment it was committed through the highly publicized investigation and sensationalized
trial that followed, all the while chronicling the public outcry and escalating hysteria as news and rumors
surrounding the crime spread, Ross paints avivid picture of the Reconstruction-era South and the
complexities and possihilities that faced the newly integrated society. Leading readers into smoke-filled
concert saloons, Garden District drawing rooms, sweltering courthouses, and squalid prisons, Ross brings
this fascinating era back to life.

A stunning work of historical recreation, The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Caseis sure to captivate

anyone interested in true crime, the Civil War and its aftermath, and the history of New Orleans and the
American South.
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From reader reviews:
Deborah Mele:

Baook isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asit
is known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race,
Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era ended up being making you to know about other information and
of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Great
New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Erais not only giving you
much more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The Great New
Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era. Y ou never feel |ose out for
everything should you read some books.

Linda Hill:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhile isreading. Sure,
by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race,
Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Grady Comer:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Great New
Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Era suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case:
Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Erais a single of several books that will everyone read now.
This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you alot of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Owen Neri:

The particular book The Great New Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction
Erawill bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the ideais very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Great New
Orleans Kidnapping Case: Race, Law, and Justice in the Reconstruction Erais much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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