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Yiddish—an oft-considered "gutter" language—is an unlikely survivor of the ages, much like the Jews
themselves. Its survival has been an incredible journey, especially considering how often Jews have tried to
kill it themselves. Underlying Neal Karlen's unique, brashly entertaining, yet thoroughly researched telling of
the language's story is the notion that Yiddish is a mirror of Jewish history, thought, and practice—for better
and worse.

Karlen charts the beginning of Yiddish as a minor dialect in medieval Europe that helped peasant Jews live
safely apart from the marauders of the First Crusades. Incorporating a large measure of antique German
dialects, Yiddish also included little scraps of French, Italian, ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, the Slavic and
Romance languages, and a dozen other tongues native to the places where Jews were briefly given shelter.
One may speak a dozen languages, all of them Yiddish.

By 1939, Yiddish flourished as the lingua franca of 13 million Jews. After the Holocaust, whatever remained
of Yiddish, its worldview and vibrant culture, was almost stamped out—by Jews themselves. Yiddish was an
old-world embarrassment for Americans anxious to assimilate. In Israel, young, proud Zionists suppressed
Yiddish as the symbol of the weak and frightened ghetto-bound Jew—and invented modern Hebrew.

Today, a new generation has zealously sought to explore the language and to embrace its soul. This
renaissance has spread to millions of non-Jews who now know the subtle difference between a shlemiel and a
shlimazel; hundreds of Yiddish words dot the most recent editions of the Oxford English Dictionary.

The Story of Yiddish is a delightful tale of a people, their place in the world, and the fascinating language that
held them together.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Story of Yiddish that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick The Story of Yiddish become your own personal starter.

Laree Drummond:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Story of Yiddish reserve written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Story of Yiddish as good book not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Annie Fowler:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This book The Story of Yiddish was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Ella Straw:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Story of Yiddish or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Story of
Yiddish to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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