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In both the popular imagination and among lawmakers and national security experts, there exists the belief
that with sufficient motivation and material resources, states or terrorist groups can produce bioweapons
easily, cheaply, and successfully. In Barriers to Bioweapons, Sonia Ben Ouagrham-Gormley challenges this
perception by showing that bioweapons development is a difficult, protracted, and expensive endeavor,
rarely achieving the expected results whatever the magnitude of investment. Her findings are based on
extensive interviews she conducted with former U.S. and Soviet-era bioweapons scientists and on careful
analysis of archival data and other historical documents related to various state and terrorist bioweapons
programs.

Bioweapons development relies on living organisms that are sensitive to their environment and handling
conditions, and therefore behave unpredictably. These features place a greater premium on specialized
knowledge. Ben Ouagrham-Gormley posits that lack of access to such intellectual capital constitutes the
greatest barrier to the making of bioweapons. She integrates theories drawn from economics, the sociology
of science, organization, and management with her empirical research. The resulting theoretical framework
rests on the idea that the pace and success of a bioweapons development program can be measured by its
ability to ensure the creation and transfer of scientific and technical knowledge. The specific organizational,
managerial, social, political, and economic conditions necessary for success are difficult to achieve,
particularly in covert programs where the need to prevent detection imposes managerial and organizational
conditions that conflict with knowledge production.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Townsend:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise
and Organization for Weapons Development (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) as the daily resource
information.

Robert Heck:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Barriers to
Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and Organization for Weapons Development (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs).

Vicki Head:

Why? Because this Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and Organization for Weapons
Development (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jane Mansour:

The book untitled Barriers to Bioweapons: The Challenges of Expertise and Organization for Weapons
Development (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not



worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new
time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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