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In a dramatic, moving work of historical reporting and personal discovery, Mark Whitaker, award-
winning journalist, sets out to trace the story of what happened to his parents, a fascinating but star-
crossed interracial couple, and arrives at a new understanding of the family dramas that shaped their
lives—and his own.

His father, “Syl” Whitaker, was the charismatic grandson of slaves who grew up the child of black
undertakers from Pittsburgh and went on to become a groundbreaking scholar of Africa. His mother, Jeanne
Theis, was a shy World War II refugee from France whose father, a Huguenot pastor, helped hide thousands
of Jews from the Nazis and Vichy police. They met in the mid-1950s, when he was a college student and she
was his professor, and they carried on a secret romance for more than a year before marrying and having two
boys. Eventually they split in a bitter divorce that was followed by decades of unhappiness as his mother
coped with self-recrimination and depression while trying to raise her sons by herself, and his father spiraled
into an alcoholic descent that destroyed his once meteoric career.

Based on extensive interviews and documentary research as well as his own personal recollections and
insights, My Long Trip Home is a reporter’s search for the factual and emotional truth about a complicated
and compelling family, a successful adult’s exploration of how he rose from a turbulent childhood to a
groundbreaking career, and, ultimately, a son’s haunting meditation on the nature of love, loss, identity, and
forgiveness.
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled My Long Trip Home: A Family Memoir. Try to face the book My
Long Trip Home: A Family Memoir as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Dominic Loflin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book My Long Trip Home: A Family
Memoir will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

James Goodman:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This My
Long Trip Home: A Family Memoir is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Justin Campbell:

My Long Trip Home: A Family Memoir can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing My Long Trip Home: A
Family Memoir but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial considering.
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