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In December 2009, the economist Kaushik Basu left the rarefied world of academic research for the nuts and
bolts of policymaking. Appointed by the then Prime Minister of India, Manmohan Singh, to be chief
economic adviser (CEA) to the Government of India, Basu -- a theorist, with special interest in development
economics, and a professor of economics at Cornell University -- discovered the complexity of applying
economic models to the real world. Effective policymaking, Basu learned, integrates technical knowledge
with political awareness. In this book, Basu describes the art of economic policymaking, viewed through the
lens of his two and a half years as CEA.Basu writes from a unique perspective -- neither that of the career
bureaucrat nor that of the traditional researcher. Plunged into the deal-making, non-hypothetical world of
policymaking, Basu suffers from a kind of culture shock and views himself at first as an anthropologist or
scientist, gathering observations of unfamiliar phenomena. He addresses topics that range from the
macroeconomic -- fiscal and monetary policies -- to the granular -- designing grain auctions and policies to
assure everyone has access to basic food. Basu writes about globalization and India's period of
unprecedented growth, and he reports that at a dinner hosted by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, President
Obama joked to him, "You should give this guy some tips" -- "this guy" being Timothy Geithner. Basu
describes the mixed success of India's anti-poverty programs and the problems of corruption, and considers
the social norms and institutions necessary for economic development. India is, Basu argues, at an
economics crossroad. As CEA from 2009 to 2012, he was present at the creation of a potential economic
powerhouse.
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

The book An Economist in the Real World: The Art of Policymaking in India (MIT Press) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
An Economist in the Real World: The Art of Policymaking in India (MIT Press)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book An Economist in the Real World: The Art of Policymaking in India (MIT
Press) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Elmer August:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book An Economist in the Real World: The Art
of Policymaking in India (MIT Press) ended up being making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book An Economist in
the Real World: The Art of Policymaking in India (MIT Press) is not only giving you more new information
but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship with the book An Economist in the Real World: The Art of
Policymaking in India (MIT Press). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Sharon Garon:

This An Economist in the Real World: The Art of Policymaking in India (MIT Press) are usually reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this An Economist in the Real
World: The Art of Policymaking in India (MIT Press) can be one of several great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this An Economist in the Real World: The
Art of Policymaking in India (MIT Press) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Samuel Crader:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like An Economist in the Real



World: The Art of Policymaking in India (MIT Press) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.
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