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Courting the Abyss updates the philosophy of free expression for aworld that is very different from the one
in which it originated. The notion that a free society should allow Klansmen, neo-Nazis, sundry extremists,
and pornographers to spread their doctrines as freely as everyone else has come increasingly under fire. At
the same time, in the wake of 9/11, the Right and the Left continue to wage war over the utility of an
absolute vision of free speech in atime of increased national security. Courting the Abyss revisits the tangled
history of free speech, finding resolutions to these debates hidden at the very roots of the liberal tradition.

A mesmerizing account of the role of public communication in the Anglo-American world, Courting the
Abyss shows that liberty's earliest advocates recognized its fraternal relationship with wickedness and evil.
While we understand freedom of expression to mean "anything goes,” John Durham Peters asks why its
advocates so often celebrate a sojourn in hell and the overcoming of suffering. He directs us to such well-
known sources as the prose and poetry of John Milton and the political and philosophical theory of John
Locke, Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill, and Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., as well as |esser-known sources such
asthe theology of Paul of Tarsus. In various ways they al, he shows, envisioned an attitude of self-mastery
or self-transcendence as a response to the inevitable dangers of free speech, atroubled legacy that continues
to inform ruling norms about knowledge, ethical responsibility, and democracy today.

A world of gigabytes, undiminished religious passion, and relentless scientific discovery callsfor afresh
account of liberty that recognizesitsrisk and its splendor. Instead of celebrating noxious doctrine as proof of
society's robustness, Courting the Abyss invites us to rethink public communication today by looking more
deeply into the unfathomable mystery of liberty and evil.
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From reader reviews:
Alberto Meyer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
amove, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Courting the Abyss: Free
Speech and the Libera Tradition? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have some other opinion?

LoisAraiza:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition
ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The book Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition is not only
giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Courting the Abyss:
Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition. You never fed lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mary Hanlon:

The publication untitled Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirementsis
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal
Tradition from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

William Prentice:

Precisely why? Because this Courting the Abyss. Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition isan unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , itis
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking method. So, still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.
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