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"Surprisingly readable and studded with nuggets of insight."
—The Daily Yomiuri

"This insightful, well-written, fascinating book offers new understandings, not only of Japan, but also of
American culture. It is essential for those in anthropology, psychology, sociology, and psychiatry who are
interested in culture, as well as those in law and the business community who deal with Japan."
—Paul Ekman, Ph.D.,Director, Human Interaction Laboratory, Langley Porter Institute, University of
California, San Francisco

"[A] thoughtful cross-cultural study of development...His work can only enhance the still evolving
psychoanalytic theory of preoedipal development as it is being derived mostly from psychoanalytic research
on child-parent interaction in American families."
—Calvin F. Settlage, M.D.

"Johnson's ambitious and exhaustive synthesis of anthropological and psychological treatments of
dependency raises interesting questions. . . Johnson alerts the reader to issues of universalism and relativity
and leads us to ask, 'What would psychoanalysis be like, if it had originated in Japan?'"
—Merry I. White, Edwin O. Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, Harvard University

". . . Johnson's erudite and critical re-examination of human dependence succeeds to re-profile dependence
meaningfully and revives our interest in this major aspect of human experience. Indeed, much food for
thought for both psychoanalysts and anthropologists."
—Henri Parens, M.D., Philadelphia Psychoanalytic Institute

Western ideologies traditionally emphasize the concepts of individualism, privacy, freedom, and
independence, while the prevailing ethos relegates dependency to a disparaged status. In Japanese society,
the divergence from these western ideals can be found in the concept of amae (perhaps best translated as
indulgent dependency) which is part of the Japanese social fiber and pervades their experience.

For the Western reader, the concept of amae is somewhat alien and unfamiliar, but in order to understand the
Japanese fully, it is essential to acquire a familiarity with the intensity that accompanies interdependent
affiliations within their culture. To place amae in the proper context, Johnson critically examines the western
attitudes toward dependency from the perspectives of psychoanalysis, psychiatry, developmental
psychology, and anthropology. Johnson traces the development of the concept and uses of the term
dependency in academic and developmental psychology in the West, including its recent eclipse by more
operationally useful terms attachment and interdependency.

This timely books makes use of the work of Japanese psychiatrist Takeo Doi, whose book The Anatomy of
Dependence introduced the concept of amae to the West. Johnson goes on to illuminate the collective
manner in which Japanese think and behave which is central to their socialization and educational practices,
especially as seen in the stunning success of Japanese trading practices during the past twenty years. A major
emphasis is placed upon the positive aspects of amae, which are compared and contrasted with attitudes
toward dependency seen among other nationalities, cultures, and groups in both Western and Asian societies.



Complete with a glossary of Japanese terms, Dependency and Japanese Socialization provides a
comprehensive investigation into Japanese behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Sanders:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Dependency and Japanese Socialization: Psychoanalytic
and Anthropological Investigations in Amae. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important any book Dependency and Japanese Socialization: Psychoanalytic
and Anthropological Investigations in Amae. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Hattie Leclair:

This book untitled Dependency and Japanese Socialization: Psychoanalytic and Anthropological
Investigations in Amae to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
e-book from your list.

Lester Gibbons:

Dependency and Japanese Socialization: Psychoanalytic and Anthropological Investigations in Amae can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Dependency and Japanese Socialization: Psychoanalytic and Anthropological
Investigations in Amae but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Benjamin Herrera:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dependency and Japanese Socialization:
Psychoanalytic and Anthropological Investigations in Amae can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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