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In vast swathes of America, the sacredness of the Second Amendment has become a political third rail, never
to be questioned. Gun rights supporters wear tri-cornered hats, wave the stars and stripes, and ask what
would have happened if the revolutionaries had been unarmed when the British were coming. They have had
great success in conflating unfettered gun ownership with the Founding Fathers, the Constitution, and all
things American, even in an era of repeated mass shootings. Yet the all-too-familiar narrative of America's
gun past, echoed in the Supreme Court's Heller gun rights decision, is not only mythologized, but historically
wrong.

As Robert J. Spitzer demonstrates in Guns across America, gun ownership is as old as the nation, but so is
gun regulation. Drawing on a vast new dataset of early gun laws reflecting every imaginable type of
regulation, Spitzer reveals that firearms were actually more strictly regulated in the country's first three
centuries than in recent years. The first "gun grabbers" were not 1960's Chablis-drinking liberals, but
seventeenth century rum-guzzling pioneers, and their legacy continued through strict gun regulations in the
1920s and beyond. Spitzer examines interpretations of the Second Amendment, the assault weapons
controversy, modern "stand your ground" laws, and the so-called "right of rebellion" to show that they play
out in America's contemporary political landscape in ways that bear little resemblance to our imagined past.
And as gun rights proponents seek to roll back gun laws and press as many guns into as many hands as
possible, warning that gun rights are endangered, they sidestep the central question: are stricter gun laws
incompatible with robust gun rights? Spitzer answers this question by examining New York State's tough
gun laws, where his political analysis is complemented by his own quest for a concealed carry handgun
permit and construction of a legal AR-15 assault weapon.

Not only can gun rights and rules coexist, but they have throughout American history. Guns across America
reveals the long-hidden truth: that gun regulations are in fact as American as apple pie
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From reader reviews:

Edward Thompson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights. Try to make
the book Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights as your close friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Justin Fernandez:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do
that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights to read.

Shane Bodine:

Beside this specific Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!

Robert Hill:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Guns across America: Reconciling Gun Rules and Rights. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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