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On March 8, 1971, the Supreme Court of the United States decided a case, Griggs v. Duke Power Co.,
brought by thirteen African American employees who worked as common laborers and janitors at one of
Duke Power's facilities. The decision, in plaintiffs' favor, marked a profound and enduring challenge to the
dominance of white males in the workplace. In this book, Robert Belton, who represented the plaintiffs for
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund and argued the case in the lower courts, gives a firsthand account of legal
history in the making—and a behind-the-scenes look at the highly complex process of putting civil rights law
to work.

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 eliminated much blatant discrimination, but after its enactment and
before Griggs, businesses held the view that a commitment to equality required only eliminating policies and
practices that were intentionally discriminator—the "disparate treatment" test.

In Griggs v. Duke Power Co., the Supreme Court ruled that a "disparate impact" test could also apply—that
the 1964 Civil Rights Act extended to practices with a discriminatory effect. In tracing the impact of the
Griggs ruling on employment practices, this book documents the birth, maturation, death, and rebirth of the
disparate impact theory, including its erosion by later Supreme Court decisions and its restoration by
congressional action in the Civil Rights Act of 1991.

Belton conducts us through this historic case from the original lawsuit to the Supreme Court decision in
Griggs and beyond as he traces the post-Griggs developments in the lower courts, the Supreme Court, and
Congress; he provides informed insights into both litigators' and judges' perspectives and decision-making.
His work situates the case in its legal, social, and historical contexts and explores the relationship between
public and private enforcement of the law, with a focus on the Legal Defense Fund's litigation campaign
against employment discrimination. A detailed examination of the development of legal principles under
Title VII, this book tells the story of this seminal decision on equal employment law and offers an
unprecedented close-up view of personal conviction, legal strategy, and historical forces combining to effect
dramatic social change.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Crusade for Equality in the Workplace: The Griggs v. Duke Power Story, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-
book.

Tom Johnson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Crusade for Equality in the Workplace: The Griggs v. Duke Power Story.

Carol Wells:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Crusade for Equality in the Workplace:
The Griggs v. Duke Power Story publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
The Crusade for Equality in the Workplace: The Griggs v. Duke Power Story as good book but not only by
the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Shirley Nichols:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and



comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the The Crusade for Equality in the Workplace: The Griggs v. Duke Power Story when
you required it?
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