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Appalachia on Our Mind is not a history of Appalachia. It is rather a history of the American idea of
Appalachia. The author argues that the emergence of this idea has little to do with the realities of mountain
life but was the result of a need to reconcile the "otherness" of Appalachia, as decribed by local-color writers,
tourists, and home missionaries, with assumptions about the nature of America and American civilization.

Between 1870 and 1900, it became clear that the existence of the "strange land and peculiar people" of the
southern mountains challenged dominant notions about the basic homogeneity of the American people and
the progress of the United States toward achiving a uniform national civilization. Some people attempted to
explain Appalachian otherness as normal and natural -- no exception to the rule of progress. Others
attempted the practical integration of Appalachia into America through philanthropic work. In the twentieth
century, however, still other people began questioning their assumptions about the characteristics of
American civilization itself, ultimately defining Appalachia as a region in a nation of regions and the
mountaineers as a people in a nation of peoples.

In his skillful examination of the "invention" of the idea of Appalachia and its impact on American thought
and action during the early twentieth century, Mr. Shapiro analyzes the following: the "discovery" of
Appalachia as a field for fiction by the local-color writers and as a field for benevolent work by the home
missionaries of the northern Protestant churches; the emergence of the "problem" of Appalachia and attempts
to solve it through explanation and social action; the articulation of a regionalist definition of Appalachia and
the establishment of instituions that reinforced that definition; the impact of that regionalistic definition of
Appalachia on the conduct of systematic benevolence, expecially in the context of the debate over child-
labor restriction and the transformation of philanthropy into community work; and the attempt to discover
the bases for an indigenous mountain culture in handicrafts, folksong, and folkdance.
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From reader reviews:

Elinor Russell:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern
Mountains and Mountaineers in the American Consciousness, 1870-1920 will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open
or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Bernard Walker:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their can
do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern Mountains and
Mountaineers in the American Consciousness, 1870-1920 to read.

James Jones:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern Mountains and Mountaineers in the
American Consciousness, 1870-1920 book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern Mountains
and Mountaineers in the American Consciousness, 1870-1920 content conveys prospect easily to understand
by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern Mountains and Mountaineers in the
American Consciousness, 1870-1920 is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Rena Campbell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern Mountains



and Mountaineers in the American Consciousness, 1870-1920 can be very good book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.
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