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The Ottoman-Jewish story has long been told as a romance between Jews and the empire. The prevailing
view is that Ottoman Jews were protected and privileged by imperial policies and in return offered their
unflagging devotion to the imperial government over many centuries. In this book, Julia Phillips Cohen
offers a corrective, arguing that Jewish leaders who promoted this vision were doing so in response to a
series of reforms enacted by the nineteenth-century Ottoman state: the new equality they gained came with a
new set of expectations. Ottoman subjects were suddenly to become imperial citizens, to consider their
neighbors as brothers and their empire as a homeland.

Becoming Ottomans is the first book to tell the story of Jewish political integration into a modern Islamic
empire. It begins with the process set in motion by the imperial state reforms known as the Tanzimat, which
spanned the years 1839-1876 and legally emancipated the non-Muslims of the empire. Four decades later the
situation was difficult to recognize. By the close of the nineteenth century, Ottoman Muslims and Jews alike
regularly referred to Jews as a model community, or millet-as a group whose leaders and members knew how
to serve their state and were deeply engaged in Ottoman politics. The struggles of different Jewish
individuals and groups to define the public face of their communities is underscored in their responses to a
series of important historical events.

Charting the dramatic reversal of Jews in the empire over a half-century, Becoming Ottomans offers new
perspectives for understanding Jewish encounters with modernity and citizenship in a centralizing,
modernizing Islamic state in an imperial, multi-faith landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Barcomb:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial
Citizenship in the Modern Era book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Timmy Gallegos:

The feeling that you get from Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern
Era is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi
Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern
Era instantly.

Freddie Valdez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews
and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Margaret Pace:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era we can
have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just



choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Becoming
Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era. You can more appealing than now.
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