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Avagho?a, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva are among the most celebrated Indian patriarchs in Asian Buddhist
traditions and modern Buddhist studies scholarship. Scholars agree that al three lived in first- to third-
century C.E. India, so most studies have focused on locating them in ancient Indian history, religion, or
society. To this end, they have used all available accounts of the Indian patriarchs' lives—in Sanskrit,
Tibetan, various Central Asian languages, and Chinese, produced over more than a millennium—and viewed
them as bearing exclusively on ancient India. Of these sources, medieval Chinese hagiographies are by far
the earliest and most abundant.

Concelving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in Chinaisthe first attempt to situate the medieval Chinese
hagiographies of A?vagho?a, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadevain the context of Chinese religion, culture, and
society of the time. It examines these sources not as windows into ancient Indian history but as valuable
records of medieval Chinese efforts to define models of Buddhist sanctity. It explores broader questions
concerning Chinese conceptions of ancient Indian Buddhism and concerns about being Buddhist in latter-day
China. By propagating the tales and texts of A?vagho?a, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva, leaders of the Chinese
sangha sought to demonstrate that the means and media of Indian Buddhist enlightenment were readily
available in Chinaand that local Chinese adepts could thereby rise to the ranks of the most exalted Buddhist
saints across the Sino-Indian divide. Chinese authors also aimed to merge their own kingdom with the
Buddhist heartland by demonstrating congruency between Indian and Chinese ideals of spiritual attainment.
This volume shows, for the first time, how Chinese Buddhists adduced the patriarchs as evidence that
Buddhist masters from ancient India had instantiated the same ideals, practices, and powers expected of all
Chinese holy beings and that the expressly foreign religion of Buddhism was thus the best means to
sainthood and salvation for latter-day China.

Rich in information and details about the inner world of medieval Chinese Buddhists, Conceiving the Indian

Buddhist Patriarchsin Chinawill be welcomed by scholars and studentsin the fields of Buddhist studies,
religious studies, and China studies. Published in association with the Kuroda I nstitute.
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From reader reviews:
Matthew Blackburn:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studiesin
East Asian Buddhism) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchsin
China (Studiesin East Asian Buddhism) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China
(Studies in East Asian Buddhism). Y ou never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Linda Porter:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individualsto be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Conceiving the Indian Buddhist
Patriarchsin China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) book because this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Alex Tipton:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be learn. Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East
Asian Buddhism) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Bonnie Wilson:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist
Patriarchsin China (Studiesin East Asian Buddhism) to make your reading is interesting. Y our own skill of
reading skill is devel oping when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especialy. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to
open abook and go through it. Beside that the publication Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchsin
China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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