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Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930, is the first book to explore fully the British obsession with
Gypsies throughout the nineteenth century and into the twentieth. Deborah Epstein Nord traces various
representations of Gypsiesin the works of such well-known British authors John Clare, Walter Scott,
William Wordsworth, George Eliot, Arthur Conan Doyle, and D. H. Lawrence. Nord also exhumes | esser-
known literary, ethnographic, and historical texts, exploring the fascinating histories of nomadic writer
George Borrow, the Gypsy Lore Society, Dora Y ates, and other rarely examined figures and institutions.

Gypsies were both idealized and reviled by Victorian and early-twentieth-century Britons. Associated with
primitive desires, lawlessness, cunning, and sexual excess, Gypsies were also objects of antiquarian, literary,
and anthropological interest. As Nord demonstrates, British writers and artists drew on Gypsy characters and
plots to redefine and reconstruct cultural and racial difference, national and personal identity, and the
individual's relationship to social and sexual orthodoxies. Gypsies were long associated with pastoral
conventions and, in the nineteenth century, came to stand in for the ancient British past. Using myths of
switched babies, Gypsy kidnappings, and the Gypsies murky origins, authors projected onto Gypsies their
own desires to escape convention and their anxieties about the ambiguities of identity.

The literary representations that Nord examines have their roots in the interplay between the notion of
Gypsies as a separate, often despised race and the psychic or aesthetic desire to dissolve the boundary
between English and Gypsy worlds. By the beginning of the twentieth century, she argues, romantic
identification with Gypsies had hardened into caricature-a phenomenon reflected in D. H. Lawrence's The
Virgin and the Gipsy-and thoroughly obscured the reality of Gypsy life and history.
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From reader reviews:
Dennis Boone:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-
1930 will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Rudy Lapan:

Here thing why this particular Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all looking at abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb portswhichis
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can
easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930
in e-book can be your aternative.

JamesHelm:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we regquest again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930.

Betty Johnston:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930.
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