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Is the United States Congress dead, alive, or trapped in a moribund cycle? When confronted with
controversial policy issues, members of Congress struggle to satisfy conflicting legislative, representative,
and oversight duties. These competing goals, along with the pressure to satisfy local constituents, cause
members of Congress to routinely cede power on a variety of policies, express regret over their loss of
control, and later return to the habit of delegating their power. This pattern of institutional ambivalence
undermines conventional wisdom about congressional party resurgence, the power of oversight, and the
return of the so-called imperial presidency.

In Congressional Ambivalence, Jasmine Farrier examines Congress's frequent delegation of power by
analyzing primary source materials such as bills, committee reports, and the Congressional Record. Farrier
demonstrates that Congress is caught between abdication and ambition and that this ambivalence affects
numerous facets of the legislative process.

Explaining specific instances of post-delegation disorder, including Congress's use of new bills, obstruction,
public criticism, and oversight to salvage its lost power, Farrier exposes the tensions surrounding Congress's
roles in recent hot-button issues such as base-closing commissions, presidential trade promotion authority,
and responses to the attacks of September 11. She also examines shifting public rhetoric used by members of
Congress as they emphasize, in institutionally self-conscious terms, the difficulties of balancing their
multiple roles. With a deep understanding of the inner workings of the federal government, Farrier
illuminates a developing trend in the practice of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

The book Congressional Ambivalence: The Political Burdens of Constitutional Authority gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
a book Congressional Ambivalence: The Political Burdens of Constitutional Authority to get your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Congressional
Ambivalence: The Political Burdens of Constitutional Authority. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Derrick Robertson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Congressional
Ambivalence: The Political Burdens of Constitutional Authority is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Louetta Cantrell:

Congressional Ambivalence: The Political Burdens of Constitutional Authority can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Congressional Ambivalence: The Political Burdens of Constitutional Authority yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.

Garland Thorpe:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Congressional Ambivalence: The Political Burdens of Constitutional Authority can be your answer
given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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