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In a work of sweep and ambition, James Fichter explores how American trade proved pivotal to the
evolution of capitalism in the United States and helped to shape the course of the British Empire. Before the
American Revolution, colonial merchants were part of a trading network that spanned the globe. After 1783,
U.S. merchants began trading in the East Indies independently, creating a new class of investor-capitalists
and the first generation of American millionaires. Such wealth was startling in a country where, a generation
earlier, the most prosperous Americans had been Southern planters. This mercantile elite brought its
experience and affluence to other sectors of the economy, helping to concentrate capital and create wealth,
and paving the way for the modern business corporation. Conducted on free trade principles, American trade
in Asia was so extensive that it undermined the monopoly of the British East India Company and forced
Britain to open its own free trade to Asia. The United States and the British Empire thus converged around
shared, Anglo-American free-trade ideals and financial capitalism in Asia. American traders also provided a
vital link to the Atlantic world for Dutch Java and French Mauritius, and were at the vanguard of Western
contact with Polynesia and the Pacific Northwest. Based on an impressive array of sources from Europe,
Asia, Africa, and the United States, this pathbreaking book revolutionizes our understanding of the early
American economy in a global context and the relationship between the young nation and its former colonial
master.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled So Great a
Proffit? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Roxanne Pineda:

The book So Great a Proffit gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book So Great a Proffit to become your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve So Great a Proffit. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Flor Rieke:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book So Great a Proffit has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
So Great a Proffit is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
while using book So Great a Proffit. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and So Great a Proffit or
maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications
are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes So Great a Proffit to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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