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The Nature of the Farm is a theoretical and empirical study of contracts
and organization in agriculture based on the transaction cost framework. Transaction
costs are important in agriculture because nature (for example, seasonality,
weather, pests) plays such a critical role in determining output and limiting the
ability of farmers to specialize. The book develops specific models and tests the
implications of those models against data sets from across North American
agriculture, as well as against historical case studies such as eighteenth-century
European land contracts and the late nineteenth-century Bonanza farms in the United
States.The book is organized in three parts. Part I examines the classic question of
what determines the optimal choice between fixed rent and cropshare arrangements,
concluding that it is determined by a trade-off between incentives to overuse rented
land and incentives to underreport shared output. Part II tests several predictions
derived from a standard risk-sharing model of contracts and finds little evidence
that risk sharing is important in contract choice. Part III extends the transaction
costs analysis to broader organizational issues. It introduces seasonality and
timeliness costs as forces influencing the gains from specialization and the costs
of contracting, and finds that farm ownership and farm organization are routinely
shaped by these forces.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Lopez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is The
Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk, and Organization in Agriculture.

John Honeycutt:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Nature of the Farm:
Contracts, Risk, and Organization in Agriculture that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk,
and Organization in Agriculture become your starter.

Jacqueline Gore:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk, and Organization in Agriculture can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

Richard Sauls:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk,
and Organization in Agriculture to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Nature of the Farm: Contracts, Risk,
and Organization in Agriculture can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in



doing what must you're doing of their time.
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