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The Perfect American is a fictionalized biography of Walt Disney's final months, as narrated by Wilhelm
Dantine, an Austrian cartoonist who worked for Disney in the 40s and 50s, illustrating sequences for
Sleeping Beauty. It is also the story of Dantine himself, who desperately seeks Disney's recognition at the
risk of his own ruin.

Peter Stephan Jungk has infused a new energy into the genre of fictionalized biography. Dantine, imbued
with a sense of European superiority, first refuses to submit to Disney's rule, but is nevertheless fascinated by
the childlike omnipotence of a man who identifies with Mickey Mouse. We discover Walt's delusions of
immortality via cryogenic preservation, his tirades alongside his Abraham Lincoln talking robot, his
invitation of Nikita Khruschev to Disneyland once he learns that the Soviet Premier wants to visit the park,
his utopian visions of his EPCOT project, and his backyard labyrinth of toy trains. Yet, if at first Walt seems
to have a magic wand granting him all his wishes, we soon discover that he is as tortured as the man who
tells his story.

After Disney refuses to acknowledge Dantine's self-professed talent and hard work, he fires the frustrated
cartoonist for writing, along with other staff members, an anonymous polemical memorandum regarding
Disney's jingoistic politics. Years later, in the late 60s, still deeply wounded by his dismissal, Dantine
follows Disney's trail to capture what makes Walt tick. Dantine wants us to grasp what it is like to live and
breathe around the man who thought of himself as more famous than Santa Claus. Walt's wife Lillian, his
confidante and perhaps his mistress Hazel, his brother Roy, his children Diane and Sharon, his close and ill-
treated collaborators, and famous figures such as Peter Ustinov, Salvador Dali, Andy Warhol, and Geraldine
Chaplin, all contribute to the novel's animation, its feel for the life of the Disney world.

This deeply researched work not only provides interesting interpretations of what made Walt Disney a
central figure in American popular culture, but also explores the complex expectations of gifted European
immigrants who came to the United States after World War II with preconceived notions of how to achieve
the American dream.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book The Perfect American has been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide
The Perfect American is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book The Perfect American. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Thomas Britton:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Perfect American book is readable simply by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Perfect
American content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Perfect
American is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Victor Smith:

The reason why? Because this The Perfect American is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier
to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Donald Lee:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
Perfect American when you essential it?
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