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In brute-force struggles for survival, such as the two World Wars, disorganization and divisions within an
enemy alliance are to one's own advantage. However, most international security politics involve coercive
diplomacy and negotiations short of all-out war. Worse Than a Monolith demonstrates that when states are
engaged in coercive diplomacy--combining threats and assurances to influence the behavior of real or
potential adversaries--divisions, rivalries, and lack of coordination within the opposing camp often make it
more difficult to prevent the onset of conflict, to prevent existing conflicts from escalating, and to negotiate
the end to those conflicts promptly. Focusing on relations between the Communist and anti-Communist
alliances in Asia during the Cold War, Thomas Christensen explores how internal divisions and lack of
cohesion in the two alliances complicated and undercut coercive diplomacy by sending confusing signals
about strength, resolve, and intent. In the case of the Communist camp, internal mistrust and rivalries
catalyzed the movement's aggressiveness in ways that we would not have expected from a more cohesive
movement under Moscow's clear control.

Reviewing newly available archival material, Christensen examines the instability in relations across the
Asian Cold War divide, and sheds new light on the Korean and Vietnam wars.

While recognizing clear differences between the Cold War and post-Cold War environments, he investigates
how efforts to adjust burden-sharing roles among the United States and its Asian security partners have
complicated U.S.-China security relations since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Worse Than a
Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of
Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) become your own
personal starter.

Kim Heflin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Worse Than a Monolith:
Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Peter Lombard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
claims Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics).

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they



get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics
and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that
the e-book Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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