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This book examines recognition of new states, the practice historically employed to regulate membership in
international society. The last twenty years have witnessed new or lingering demands for statehood in
different areas of the world. The claims of some, like those of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Eritrea, Croatia,
Georgia and East Timor, have achieved general recognition; those of others, like Kosovo, Tamil Eelam,
South Ossetia, Abkhazia and Somaliland, have not.

However, even as most of these claims gave rise to major conflicts and international controversies, the
criteriafor acknowledgment of new states have dlicited little systematic scholarship. Drawing upon writings
of English School theorists, this study charts the practice from the late eighteenth

century until the present. Its central argument is that for the past two hundred years state recognition has
been tied to the idea of self-determination of peoples. Two versions of the idea have underpinned the practice
throughout most of this period - self-determination as a negative and a positive right. The negative idea,
dominant from 1815 to 1950, took state recognition to be acknowledgment of an achievement of de facto
statehood by a people desiring independence. Self-determination

was expressed through, and externally gauged by, self-attainment. The positive idea, prevaent since the
1950s, took state recognition to be acknowledgment of an entitlement to independence in international law.
The development of self-determination as a positive international right, however, has not

led to a disappearance of claims of statehood that stand outside of its confines. Groups that are deeply
dissatisfied with the countries in which they presently find themselves continue to make demands for
independence even though they may have no positive entitlement to it. The book concludes by expressing
doubt that contemporary international society can find a sustainable basis for recognizing new states other
than the original standard of de facto statehood.
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From reader reviews:
Jose Gray:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take awander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Recognizing States:
International Society and the Establishment of New States Since 1776? Maybe it isfor being best activity for
you. You aready know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Eva Sexton:

The book Recognizing States: International Society and the Establishment of New States Since 1776 make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking
at abook Recognizing States. International Society and the Establishment of New States Since 1776 to get
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like start and read a reserve Recognizing States:
International Society and the Establishment of New States Since 1776. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Joyce Washington:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person
isyou don't know what one you should start with. This Recognizing States: International Society and the
Establishment of New States Since 1776 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Wendell Radford:

The guide untitled Recognizing States: International Society and the Establishment of New States Since
1776 isthe reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did alot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Recognizing
States: International Society and the Establishment of New States Since 1776 from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy freetime.
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