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Today’s critical establishment assumes that sentimentalism is an eighteenth- and nineteenth-century literary

mode that all but disappeared by the twentieth century. In this book, Jennifer Williamson argues that

sentimentalism is alive and well in the modern era. By examining working-class literature that adopts the

rhetoric of “feeling right” in order to promote a proletarian or humanist ideology as well as neo-slave

narratives that wrestle with the legacy of slavery and cultural definitions of African American families, she

explores the ways contemporary authors engage with familiar sentimental clichés and ideals.

Williamson covers new ground by examining authors who are not generally read for their sentimental

narrative practices, considering the proletarian novels of Grace Lumpkin, Josephine Johnson, and John

Steinbeck alongside neo-slave narratives written by Margaret Walker, Octavia Butler, and Toni Morrison.

Through careful close readings, Williamson argues that the appropriation of sentimental modes enables both

sympathetic thought and systemic action in the proletarian and neo-slave novels under discussion. She

contrasts appropriations that facilitate such cultural work with those that do not, including Kathryn Stockett’s

novel and film The Help. The book outlines how sentimentalism remains a viable and important means of

promoting social justice while simultaneously recognizing and exploring how sentimentality can further

white privilege.

Sentimentalism is not only alive in the twentieth century. It is a flourishing rhetorical practice among a range

of twentieth-century authors who use sentimental tactics in order to appeal to their readers about a range of

social justice issues. This book demonstrates that at stake in their appeals is who is inside and outside of the

American family and nation.
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From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in
American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative). Try to face the book Twentieth-Century
Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative) as
your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Kathy Woodward:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American
Literature (The American Literatures Initiative) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Twentieth-Century
Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism:
Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative) is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

James McFarland:

This Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American
Literatures Initiative) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using
great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative
Appropriation in American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative) in your hand like having the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?



Gary Lewis:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American
Literatures Initiative) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative
Appropriation in American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative). You can more appealing than
now.
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