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Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Title

The experiences of children in America have long been a source of scholarly fascination and general interest.
In American Childhoods, Joseph Illick brings together his own extensive research and a synthesis of
literature from a range of disciplines to present the first comprehensive cross-cultural history of childhood in
America.

Beginning with American Indians, European settlers, and African slaves and their differing perceptions of
how children should be raised, American Childhoods moves to the nineteenth century and the rise of
industrialization to introduce the offspring of the emerging urban middle and working classes. Illick reveals
that while rural and working-class children continued to toil from an early age, as they had in the colonial
period, childhood among the urban middle class became recognized as a distinct phase of life, with a
continuing emphasis on gender differences.

Illick then discusses how the public school system was created in the nineteenth century to assimilate
immigrants and discipline all children, and observes its major role in age-grouping children as well as
drawing working-class youngsters from factories to classrooms. At the same time, such social problems as
juvenile delinquency were confronted by private charities and, ultimately, by the state. Concluding his
sweeping study, the author presents the progeny of suburban, inner-city, and rural Americans in the twentieth
century, highlighting the growing disparity of opportunities available to children of decaying cities and the
booming suburbs.

Consistently making connections between economics, psychology, commerce, sociology, and anthropology,
American Childhoods is rich with insight into the elusive world of children. Grounded firmly in social and
cultural history and written in lucid, accessible prose, the book demonstrates how children's experiences have
varied dramatically through time and across space, and how the idea of childhood has meant vastly different
things to different groups in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled American Childhoods. Try to the actual book American Childhoods
as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Mary James:

In other case, little men and women like to read book American Childhoods. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book American Childhoods.
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Frederick Palazzo:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific American Childhoods
book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Theresa Braun:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
American Childhoods.
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