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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Stuttgart, 8 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In his article “El Teatro Campesino”,
Luis Frederick Aldama quotes Luis Valdez, one of the most popular Chicano writers, on the ideal of Chicano
theatre: “Chicano theatre [...] must be popular [...]; but it must also educate the pueblo toward an
appreciation of social change, on and off the stage” (Valdez, quoted in Aldama). These ambitions that
Valdez sets for himself as well as for other writers seem very challenging: How does one educate people via
theatre plays, motivate one’s audience to change prevailing social conditions, and at the same time maintain
popularity with one’s work? Certainly, one wouldn’t be very successful in accomplishing this aim by simply
telling one’s audience what is wrong in society. Taking into account that “people pay no attention to
moralizers,” Robert Harris therefore considers irony to be “the only fruitful method” to reveal hypocrisy and
flaws in society, as suggested in his article “The Purpose and Method of Satire.” Harris’s opinion appears to
be reflected in Valdez’s acto Los Vendidos, in which he frequently uses irony as well as other kinds of comic
elements in order to entertainingly educate his audience and to provoke changes. Initially, the comic nature
of Los Vendidos is revealed by its ironical aspects. The most obvious instance of Valdez’s use of irony
certainly is the salesman Honest Sancho himself. In the beginning of the acto, this character appears to be in
control of the machines he sells; he seems to be the Mexicans’ master, to whose snipping of fingers the
various models obey utterly. Even later, when one of the models has been sold, Sancho still shows no signs
of the contrary, as can be observed in the instructions he gives to his customer: “Just snap your fingers. He’ll
do anything you want” (Valdez 605). In the end of the acto, however, it becomes obvious that the audience
has been tricked: The Mexicans are the ones who have been in control of things rather than Sancho, who
ironically turns out to be “their front” in the end (Worthen 601). By creating such an ironic character, Valdez
entertainingly points out to his audience that it is not only the one man in the spotlight who is in control of
things, but that the ordinary man in the background, that is farm workers in particular, can have power as
well and can use it to improve their situation.
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From reader reviews:

Waldo Gates:

This Education with a Smile on its Face - An Analysis of Comic Elements in Luis Valdez "Los Vendidos"
tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Education with a Smile on its Face - An Analysis of Comic Elements in Luis Valdez "Los Vendidos" can be
among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Education with a Smile on its Face - An Analysis of Comic Elements in Luis Valdez "Los Vendidos"
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Valerie Garrison:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Education with a Smile on its Face - An Analysis of Comic Elements in Luis Valdez "Los Vendidos".

Joseph Haner:

The guide with title Education with a Smile on its Face - An Analysis of Comic Elements in Luis Valdez
"Los Vendidos" has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Warren Cruz:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Education with a Smile on its Face - An
Analysis of Comic Elements in Luis Valdez "Los Vendidos" or perhaps others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their



knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Education with a Smile on its
Face - An Analysis of Comic Elements in Luis Valdez "Los Vendidos" to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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