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Galaxies are the building blocks of the Universe: standing like islandsin space, each is made up of many
hundreds of millions of starsin which the chemical elements are made, around which planets form, and
where on at |east one of those planets intelligent life has emerged.

Our own galaxy, the Milky Way, isjust one of several hundred million other galaxies that we can now
observe through our telescopes. Yet it was only in the 1920s that we realised that there is more to the
Universe than the Milky Way, and that there were in fact other 'islands' out there. In many ways, modern
astronomy began with this discovery, and the story of galaxiesis therefore the story of modern astronomy.
Since then, many exciting discoveries have been made about our own galaxy and

about those beyond: how a supermassive black hole lurks at the centre of every galaxy, for example, how
enormous forces are released when galaxies collide, how distant galaxies provide awindow on the early
Universe, and what the formation of young galaxies can tell us about the mysteries of Cold Dark

Matter.

In this Very Short Introduction, renowned science writer John Gribbin describes the extraordinary things that
astronomers are learning about galaxies, and explains how this can shed light on the origins and structure of
the Universe.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titlesin amost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:
Carla Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Galaxies: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Jeff Wheeler:

The guide with title Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

James Hutchinson:

You can get this Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry
to choose proper ways for you.

Gretchen Clark:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media socia like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Galaxies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you necessary it?
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