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A revealing new biography—the first in more than fifty years—of one of the twentieth-century's
towering literary figures

James Joyce is one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century, his novels and stories foundational in the
history of literary modernism. Yet Joyce's genius was by no means immediately recognized, nor was his
success easily won. At twenty-two he chose a life of exile; he battled poverty and financial dependency for
much of his adult life; his out-of-wedlock relationship with Nora Barnacle was scandalous for the time; and
the attitudes he held towards the Irish and Ireland, England, sexuality, politics, Catholicism, popular
culture—to name a few—were complex, contradictory, and controversial.

Gordon Bowker draws on material recently come to light and reconsiders the two signal works produced
about Joyce's life—Herbert Gorman's authorized biography of 1939 and Richard Ellman's magisterial tome
of 1959—and, most importantly by binding together more intimately than has ever before been attempted the
life and work of this singular artist, Gordon Bowker here gives us a masterful, fresh, eminently readable
contribution to our understanding, both of Joyce's personality and of the monumental opus he created.
Bowker goes further than his predecessors in exploring Joyce's inner depths—his ambivalent relationships to
England, to his native Ireland, and to Judaism—uncovering revealing evidence. He draws convincing
correspondences between the iconic fictional characters Joyce created and their real-life models and
inspirations. And he paints a nuanced portrait of a man of enormous complexity, the clearest picture yet of an
extraordinary writer who continues to influence and fascinate over a century after his birth. Widely
acclaimed on publication in Britain last year, perhaps the highest compliment paid was by Chris Proctor, of
London's Tribune: "Bowker's success is to lead you back to the texts, perhaps understanding them better for
this rich account of the maddening insane genius who wrote them."
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely James Joyce: A New Biography.

Irene Gwyn:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be James Joyce: A New Biography why because the excellent
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Benjamin Chambers:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book James Joyce: A New Biography was filled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Terry Palladino:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the
James Joyce: A New Biography when you necessary it?
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