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From Chaplin’s tramp to the Bathing Beauties, from madcap chases to skyscraper perils, slapstick comedy
supplied many of the most enduring icons of American cinema in the silent era. This collection of fourteen
essays by prominent film scholars challenges longstanding critical dogma and offers new conceptual
frameworks for thinking about silent comedy’s place in film history and American culture. The contributors
discuss a broad range of topics including the contested theatrical or cinematic origins of slapstick; the comic
spectacle of crazy technology and trick stunts; the filmmakers who shaped the style of early slapstick; and
comedy’s implications for theories of film form and spectatorship.

This volume is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the origins and continued importance of a
film genre at the heart of American cinema from its earliest days to today.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Ayers:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Slapstick Comedy (AFI Film
Readers) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Eli Gaddy:

Slapstick Comedy (AFI Film Readers) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Slapstick Comedy (AFI Film Readers)
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

Steven Murray:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Slapstick Comedy (AFI Film Readers) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Jean Taylor:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Slapstick Comedy (AFI Film Readers) offer you a new experience in
examining a book.
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