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In A Nervous State, Nancy Rose Hunt considers the afterlives of violence and harm in King Leopold’s
Congo Free State. Discarding catastrophe as narrative form, she instead brings alive a history of colonial
nervousness. This mood suffused medical investigations, security operations, and vernacular healing
movements. With a heuristic of two colonial states—one "nervous," one biopolitical—the analysis alternates
between medical research into birthrates, gonorrhea, and childlessness and the securitization of subaltern
"therapeutic insurgencies." By the time of Belgian Congo’s famed postwar developmentalist schemes, a
shining infertility clinic stood near a bleak penal colony, both sited where a notorious Leopoldian rubber
company once enabled rape and mutilation. Hunt’s history bursts with layers of perceptibility and song,
conveying everyday surfaces and daydreams of subalterns and colonials alike. Congolese endured and
evaded forced labor and medical and security screening. Quick-witted, they stirred unease through healing,
wonder, memory, and dance. This capacious medical history sheds light on Congolese sexual and musical
economies, on practices of distraction, urbanity, and hedonism. Drawing on theoretical concepts from
Georges Canguilhem, Georges Balandier, and Gaston Bachelard, Hunt provides a bold new framework for
teasing out the complexities of colonial history.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and
Reverie in Colonial Congo. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial
Congo. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's read.

Rafael Arent:

This A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo in your hand like
having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Blake Westerman:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Nervous State:
Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.

Sam Hasse:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and
Reverie in Colonial Congo can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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