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Infectious Ideas is a comparative analysis of how Muslim and Christian scholars explained the transmission
of disease in the premodern Mediterranean world.How did religious communities respond to and make sense
of epidemic disease? To answer this, historian Justin K. Stearns looks at how Muslim and Christian
communities conceived of contagion, focusing especially on the Iberian Peninsulain the aftermath of the
Black Death. What Stearns discovers calls into question recent scholarship on Muslim and Christian
reactions to the plague and leprosy. Stearns shows that rather than universally reject the concept of
contagion, as most scholars have affirmed, Muslim scholars engaged in creative and rational attemptsto
understand it. He explores how Christian scholars used the metaphor of contagion to define proper and safe
interactions with heretics, Jews, and Muslims, and how contagion itself denoted phenomena as distinct as the
evil eye and the effects of corrupted air. Stearns argues that at the heart of the work of both Muslims and
Christians, although their approaches differed, was a desire to protect the physical and spiritual health of
their respective communities.Based on Stearns's analysis of Muslim and Christian legal, theological,
historical, and medical textsin Arabic, Medieval Castilian, and Latin, Infectious Ideas is the first book to
offer a comparative discussion of concepts of contagion in the premodern Mediterranean world.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Nixon:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Infectious Ideas.

Debra Davis:

Here thing why that Infectious |deas are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book
is good however it dependsin the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Infectious Ideas giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Infectious Ideas. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Infectious Ideas in e-book can be
your choice.

Clyde Connéll:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This Infectious Ideas book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding I nfectious | deas content conveys
prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different available asit. So , do you nonetheless thinking Infectious Ideas is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Corey Cook:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book thisimprove
your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want
attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one together with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Infectious Ideas is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.
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