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How are humorous meanings generated and interpreted? Understanding a joke involves knowledge of the
language code (a matter mostly of semantics) and background knowledge necessary for making the
inferences to get the joke (a matter of pragmatics). This book introduces and critiques a wide range of
semantic and pragmatic theories in relation to humour, such as systemic functional linguistics, speech acts,
politeness and relevance theory, emphasising not only conceptual but also interpersonal and textual
meanings. Exploiting recent corpus-based research, it suggests that much humour can be accounted for by
the overriding of lexical priming. Each chapter's discussion topics and suggestions for further reading
encourage a critical approach to semantic and pragmatic theory. Written by an experienced lecturer on the
linguistics of the English language, thisis an entertaining and user-friendly textbook for advanced students
of semantics, pragmatics and humour studies.
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From reader reviews:
L ouis Venable:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Meaning and Humour (Key Topicsin Semantics and
Pragmatics) as the daily resource information.

Brad Marcum:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading areserve. The book Meaning and Humour (Key Topicsin Semantics and Pragmatics) it is
extremely good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-
book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
provides high quality.

Barbie Brookins:

Exactly why? Because this Meaning and Humour (Key Topicsin Semantics and Pragmatics) isan
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who al write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If |
had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christine Hughes:

This Meaning and Humour (Key Topics in Semantics and Pragmatics) is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Meaning and Humour (Key Topicsin Semantics and Pragmatics) can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the



form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereisnot any in
reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't
misstheideal Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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