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Recounts the sensational 1896 murder trial of Mary Alice Livingston, who was accused of murdering her
mother with an arsenic-laced pail of clam chowder and faced the possibility of becoming the first woman to
be executed in New York's new-fangled electric chair.

Arsenic and Clam Chowder recounts the sensational 1896 murder trial of Mary Alice Livingston, a member
of one of the most prestigious families in New York, who was accused of murdering her own mother,
Evelina Bliss. The bizarre instrument of death, an arsenic-laced pail of clam chowder, had been delivered to
the victim by her ten-year-old granddaughter, and Livingston was arrested in her mourning clothes
immediately after attending her mother’s funeral. In addition to being the mother of four out-of-wedlock
children, the last born in prison while she was awaiting trial, Livingston faced the possibility of being the
first woman to be executed in New York’s new-fangled electric chair, and all these lurid details made her
arrest and trial the central focus of an all-out circulation war then underway between Joseph Pulitzer’s World
and Randolph Hearst’s Journal.

The story is set against the electric backdrop of Gilded Age Manhattan. The arrival of skyscrapers,
automobiles, motion pictures, and other modern marvels in the 1890s was transforming urban life with
breathtaking speed, just as the battles of reformers against vice, police corruption, and Tammany Hall were
transforming the city’s political life. The aspiring politician Teddy Roosevelt, the prolific inventor Thomas
Edison, bon vivant Diamond Jim Brady, and his companion Lillian Russell were among Gotham’s larger-
than-life personalities, and they all played cameo roles in the dramatic story of Mary Alice Livingston and
her arsenic-laced clam chowder. In addition to telling a ripping good story, the book addresses a number of
social and legal issues, among them capital punishment, equal rights for women, societal sexual standards,
inheritance laws in regard to murder, gender bias of juries, and the meaning of “beyond a reasonable doubt.”

Born June 23, 1930, in Brooklyn, New York, James D. Livingston studied engineering physics at Cornell
University and received a PhD in applied physics from Harvard University in 1956. Since retiring from
General Electric after a lengthy career as a research physicist, he has been teaching in the Department of
Materials Science and Engineering at MIT. Although a physicist by profession, he has long had a strong
interest in American history, and is the coauthor, with Sherry H. Penney, of A Very Dangerous Woman:
Martha Wright and Women’s Rights.
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From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

The book Arsenic and Clam Chowder: Murder in Gilded Age New York (Excelsior Editions) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Arsenic and Clam Chowder: Murder in Gilded Age New York (Excelsior Editions)? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Arsenic and Clam Chowder: Murder in Gilded
Age New York (Excelsior Editions) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Hill:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Arsenic and Clam Chowder: Murder in
Gilded Age New York (Excelsior Editions) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Edward Trotta:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Arsenic and Clam Chowder: Murder in Gilded Age New York
(Excelsior Editions). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Clifford Roselli:

You will get this Arsenic and Clam Chowder: Murder in Gilded Age New York (Excelsior Editions) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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