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Fascinating look at the challenges faced by John F. Kennedy and Barack Obama in their quests to win the
presidency.

Political analysts and journalists often draw analogies between John F. Kennedy, the first Catholic Irish
president, and Barack Obama, the first African American president. Their election to the nation’s highest
office was historic, but for reasons not fully appreciated. In John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the
Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance, Robert C. Smith provides a fascinating comparison of the
challenges both men faced in their bid for the presidency, while at the same time providing comparative
histories of the Catholic Irish and African American struggles to overcome racial and religious subordination
in America. Kennedy’s Catholicism was an explicit issue in the 1960 election, and once elected he was
extremely careful to avoid appearing either “too Irish” or “too Catholic.” While Obama’s race was not an
explicit issue in the 2008 election, he was just as careful to avoid appearing “too black.” Paradoxically
religion—thanks to rumors and lies about whether Obama was a Muslim—became a substitute for race,
allowing Republican strategists to “otherize” Obama by raising the issue of religion in the context of national
security and terrorism.

“Smith provides an important comparative and historical assessment of the elections of John Kennedy and
Barack Obama.” — CHOICE

“This book is a major contribution to the study of the presidency and ethnic, religious, and race relations.
The scholarship is careful, nuanced, discerning, and learned.” — Randall Kennedy, author of The
Persistence of the Color Line: Racial Politics and the Obama Presidency

Robert C. Smith is Professor of Political Science at San Francisco State University. He is the author of
several books, including Conservatism and Racism, and Why in America They Are the Same; African
American Leadership (with Ronald W. Walters); We Have No Leaders: African Americans in the Post-Civil
Rights Era; Racism in the Post-Civil Rights Era: Now You See It, Now You Don’t; and Race, Class, and
Culture: A Study in Afro-American Mass Opinion (with Richard Seltzer), all published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication John F. Kennedy, Barack
Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies)
will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Noah Hansell:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of John F. Kennedy, Barack
Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies)
book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Elbert Gibson:

This book untitled John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance
(SUNY series in African American Studies) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this reserve from your list.

Maria Gray:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and
the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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