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Edited and with a contribution by Elizabeth Benedict, thirty of today's brightest literary lights turn their
attention to the question of mentorship and influence.

For Denis Johnson, it was Leonard Gardner's cult favorite Fat City; for Jonathan Safran Foer, it was an
encounter with Israeli poet Yehuda Amichai; Mary Gordon's mentors were two Barnard professors, writers
Elizabeth Hardwick and Janice Thaddeus, whose lessons could not have been more different. In Mentors,
Muses & Monsters, edited and with a contribution by Elizabeth Benedict, author of the National Book
Award finalist Slow Dancing, thirty of today's literary stars discuss the people, events, and books that have
transformed their lives.

When Joyce Carol Oates describes her public-rivalry-turned-wary-professional-acquaintanceship with
Donald Barthelme, we are privy to the sight of one of today's most important writers being directly affected
by another influential writer. When Sigrid Nunez reveals what it was like to be Susan Sontag's protégé, we
get a glimpse into the private life and working philosophy of a formidable public intellectual. And when Jane
Smiley describes her first year at the Iowa Writers' Workshop in 1974, she offers an intimate portrait of a
literary milieu of enduring significance for American literature.

Rich, thought-provoking, and often impassioned, these pieces illuminate not only the anxiety but the
necessity of influence—and also the treasures it yields.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Gomez:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Mentors, Muses & Monsters: 30 Writers on the
People Who Changed Their Lives. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a new book Mentors, Muses & Monsters: 30 Writers on the People Who
Changed Their Lives. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Lee Fuller:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Mentors, Muses & Monsters: 30 Writers on the People Who Changed Their
Lives it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Olivia Dickert:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Mentors, Muses & Monsters: 30 Writers on the
People Who Changed Their Lives can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We should have Mentors, Muses & Monsters: 30 Writers on the People Who Changed Their Lives.

Jason Rickman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to



something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Mentors,
Muses & Monsters: 30 Writers on the People Who Changed Their Lives.
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