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The six lectures that make up this book were delivered in March 2011 at London University’s School of
Oriental and Asian Studies as the Jordan L ectures on Comparative Religion. They revolve around the
intersection of two ideas, nothingness and desire, as they apply to are-examination of the questions of self,
God, morality, property, and the East-West philosophical divide.

Rather than attempt to harmonize East and West philosophies into a single chorus, Heisig undertakes what he
calls a“philosophical antiphony.” Through the ssimple call-and-response of afew representative voices,
Heisig triesto join the choir on both sides of the antiphony to relate the questions at hand to larger problems
that press on the human community. He argues that as problems like the technological devastation of the
natural world, the shrinking of elected governance through the expanding powers of financial institutions,
and the expropriation of alternate cultures of health and education spread freely through traditional
civilizations across the world, religious and philosophical responses can no longer afford to remain territorial
in outlook. Although the lectures often stress the importance of practice, their principal preoccupation iswith
seeing the things of life more clearly. Heisig explains:

“By that | mean not just looking more closely at objects that comeinto my line of view from day to day, but
seeing them as mirrorsin which | can see myself reflected. Things do not just reveal parts of the world to

me; they also tell me something of how | see what | see, and who it is that does the seeing. To listen to what
things have to say to me, | need to break with the habit of thinking simply that it is| who mirror inside of
myself the world outside and process what | have captured to make my way through life. Only when this
habit has been broken will | be able to start seeing through the reflections, to scrape the tain off the mirror, as
it were, so that it becomes awindow to the things of life as they are, with only a pale reflection of myself |eft
on the pane. Everything seen through the looking glass, myself included, becomes an image on which reality
has stamped itself. This, | am persuaded, is the closest we can come to a ground for thinking reasonably and
acting as true-to-life as we can.”
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Pisano:

The book Nothingness and Desire: A Philosophical Antiphony (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and
Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like abook Nothingness and Desire: A Philosophical Antiphony (Nanzan Library of Asian
Religion and Culture)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can
give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or factsthat you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share al of these. Book Nothingness
and Desire: A Philosophical Antiphony (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

ElviaWirtz:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Nothingness and Desire: A Philosophical
Antiphony (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

John Charles:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Nothingness and Desire: A Philosophical Antiphony (Nanzan Library of
Asian Religion and Culture) this book consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable al of you.

Eddie Grabowski:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nothingness and Desire: A Philosophical
Antiphony (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a



nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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