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The founding of Singapore has typically been attributed to the strategic genius of one man, Stamford Raffles.
Frequently overlooked is the part played by his superior in the East India Company, the Marquess of
Hastings. It was Hastings who, as Governor-General of India, made the fateful decision to establish a British
trading post at the southern entrance of the Malacca Straits, and once this was executed with great daring by
Raffles in early 1819, it was Hastings again who supported the retention of Singapore against opposition
from all quarters.

This book provides an intimate account of Singapore’s founding by drawing on the personal correspondence
between these two men, which they maintained separately from their official exchanges. Published here for
the first time, these private letters reveal at first-hand the challenges that Raffles and Hastings faced in
manoeuvring within the Dutch-dominated East Indies. Just as significantly, they reveal the complex
relationship between the two men – evolving from mutual suspicion at the outset to cooperation and
admiration, but nonetheless peppered throughout with backbiting, hidden agendas and the clash of personal
ambitions.

Historian John Bastin brings rigorous scholarship to bear on this work, at the same time presenting it in a
clear, readable style that will engage specialist and general readers alike
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Lemos:

The book Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
best thing like a book Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore? Several
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind
the Founding of Singapore has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gale Gibbs:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Raffles and
Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges
Behind the Founding of Singaporeis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. That book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Daniel Caudle:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore can be your answer given it can
be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Odelia Dennis:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Raffles and Hastings: Private
Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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