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Although the essential books of Western civilization are no longer central in our courses or in our thoughts,
they retain their ability to energize us intellectually, says Jeffrey Hart in this powerful book. He now presents
a guide to some of these literary works, tracing the main currents of Western culture for all who wish to
understand the roots of their civilization and the basis for its achievements. Hart focuses on the productive
tension between the classical and biblical strains in our civilization, between a life based on cognition and
one based on faith and piety. He begins with the Iliad and Exodus, linking Achilles and Moses as Bronze
Age heroic figures. Closely analysing texts and illuminating them in unexpected ways, he moves on to
Socrates and Jesus, who "internalized the heroic", continues with Paul and Augustine and their Christian
synthesis, addresses Dante, Shakespeare's Hamlet, Moliere, and Voltaire, and concludes with the novel as
represented by Crime and Punishment and The Great Gatsby.
Hart maintains that the dialectical tensions suggested by this survey account for the restlessness and singular
achievements of the West and that the essential books can provide the substance and energy currently missed
by both students and educated readers.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Graham:

Here thing why this Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe:
Toward the Revival of Higher Education giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward
the Revival of Higher Education. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher
Education in e-book can be your choice.

Stacey Lawrence:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Smiling Through
the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Melanie Pemberton:

Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education
but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Allen Green:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose



the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Smiling Through the Cultural Catastrophe: Toward the Revival of Higher Education. You can more inviting
than now.
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