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The Un-Natural State is a one-of-a-kind study of gay and lesbian life in Arkansas in the twentieth century, a
deft weaving together of Arkansas history, dozens of oral histories, and Brock Thompson's own story.
Thompson analyzes the meaning of rural drag shows, including a compelling description of a 1930s seasonal
beauty pageant in Wilson, Arkansas, where white men in drag shared the stage with other white men in
blackface, a suggestive mingling that went to the core of both racial transgression and sexual disobedience.
These small town entertainments put on in churches and schools emerged decades later in gay bars across the
state as a lucrative business practice and a larger means of community expression, while in the same period
the state's sodomy law was rewritten to condemn sexual acts between those of the same sex in language
similar to what was once used to denounce interracial sex. Thompson goes on to describe several lesbian
communities established in the Ozark Mountains during the sixties and seventies and offers a substantial
account of Eureka Springs's informal status as the "gay capital of the Ozarks." Through this exploration of
identity formation, group articulation, political mobilization, and cultural visibility within the context of
historical episodes such as the Second World War, the civil rights movement, and the AIDS epidemic, The
Un-Natural State contributes not only to our understanding of gay and lesbian history but also to our
understanding of the South.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Burgess:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South.

Michael Parker:

The ability that you get from The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South may be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Un-Natural
State: Arkansas and the Queer South instantly.

Micah Clark:

The guide untitled The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South is the book that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jerry Schooler:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Un-Natural State: Arkansas and the Queer South
can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Un-Natural
State: Arkansas and the Queer South.
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