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Fans of Douglas Hofstadter, Daniel Bennet, and Richard Dawkins (as well as science buffs and readers of
Wired Magazine) will revel in Aaron Lynch’s groundbreaking examination of memetics—the new study of
how ideas and beliefs spread. What characterizes a meme is its capacity for displacing rival ideas and beliefs
in an evolutionary drama that determines and changes the way people think. Exactly how do ideas spread,
and what are the factors that make them genuine thought contagions? Why, for instance, do some beliefs
spread throughout society, while others dwindle to extinction? What drives those intensely held beliefs that
spawn ideological and political debates such as views on abortion and opinions about sex and sexuality?By
drawing on examples from everyday life, Lynch develops a conceptual basis for understanding memetics.
Memes evolve by natural selection in a process similar to that of Genes in evolutionary biology. What makes
an idea a potent meme is how effectively it out-propagates other ideas. In memetic evolution, the “fittest
ideas’ are not always the truest or the most helpful, but the ones best at self replication.Thus, crash diets
spread not because of lasting benefit, but by alternating episodes of dramatic weight loss and slow regain.
Each sudden thinning provokes onlookers to ask, “How did you do it?” thereby manipulating them to
experiment with the diet and in turn, spread it again. The faster the pounds return, the more often these
people enter that disseminating phase, all of which favors outbreaks of the most pathogenic diets. Like a
software virus traveling on the Internet or a flu strain passing through acity, thought contagions proliferate
by programming for their own propagation. Lynch argues that certain beliefs spread like viruses and evolve
like microbes, as mutant strains vie for more adherents and more hosts. In its most revolutionary aspect,
memetics asks not how people accumulate ideas, but how ideas accumulate people. Readers of thisintriguing
theory will be amazed to discover that many popular beliefs about family, sex, palitics, religion, health, and
war have succeeded by their “fitness” as thought contagions.
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From reader reviews:
James Boyd:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads
Through Society: The New Science Of Memes to read.

Enoch Dutton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads Through
Society: The New Science Of Memes why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Marlon Taylor:

The book untitled Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads Through Society: The New Science Of Memes
contain alot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice go through.

Jessica K eith:

Beside this particular Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads Through Society: The New Science Of
Memes in your phone, it might give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads
Through Society: The New Science Of Memes because this book offersto you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at
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