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That ‘poor law was law’ is a fact that has slipped from the consciousness of historians of welfare in England
and Wales, and in North America. Welfare's Forgotten Past remedies this situation by tracing the history of
the legal right of the settled poor to relief when destitute. Poor law was not simply local custom, but
consisted of legal rights, duties and obligations that went beyond social altruism. This legal ‘truth’ is,
however, still ignored or rejected by some historians, and thus ‘lost’ to social welfare policy-makers. This
forgetting or minimising of a legal, enforceable right to relief has not only led to a misunderstanding of
welfare’s past; it has also contributed to the stigmatisation of poverty, and the emergence and persistence of
the idea that its relief is a 'gift' from the state.

Documenting the history and the effects of this forgetting, whilst also providing a ‘legal’ history of welfare,
Lorie Charlesworth argues that it is timely for social policy-makers and reformists – in Britain, the United
States and elsewhere – to reconsider an alternative welfare model, based on the more positive, legal aspects
of welfare’s 400-year legal history.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Jennings:

This Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
become worry Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law can bring when you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Robert Rooks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-
Legal History of the Poor Law e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

James Gardner:

This Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Yolanda Matlock:

Beside this particular Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor Law in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live



in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Welfare's Forgotten Past: A Socio-Legal History of the Poor
Law because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get
what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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