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 From Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Garry Wills, a groundbreaking examination of how the atomic
bomb profoundly altered the nature of American democracy and has left us in a state of war alert ever
since.

In Bomb Power, Garry Wills reveals how the atomic bomb transformed our nation down to its deepest
constitutional roots-by dramatically increasing the power of the modern presidency and redefining the
government as a national security state-in ways still felt today. A masterful reckoning from one of America's
preeminent historians, Bomb Power draws a direct line from the Manhattan Project to the usurpations of
George W. Bush.

The invention of the atomic bomb was a triumph of official secrecy and military discipline-the project was
covertly funded at the behest of the president and, despite its massive scale, never discovered by Congress or
the press. This concealment was perhaps to be expected in wartime, but Wills persuasively argues that the
Manhattan Project then became a model for the covert operations and overt authority that have defined
American government in the nuclear era. The wartime emergency put in place during World War II extended
into the Cold War and finally the war on terror, leaving us in a state of continuous war alert for sixty-eight
years and counting.

The bomb forever changed the institution of the presidency since only the president controls "the button"
and, by extension, the fate of the world. Wills underscores how radical a break this was from the division of
powers established by our founding fathers and how it in turn has enfeebled Congress and the courts. The
bomb also placed new emphasis on the president's military role, creating a cult around the commander in
chief. The tendency of modern presidents to flaunt military airs, Wills points out, is entirely a postbomb
phenomenon. Finally, the Manhattan Project inspired the vast secretive apparatus of the national security
state, including intelligence agencies such as the CIA and NSA, which remain largely unaccountable to
Congress and the American people.

Wills recounts how, following World War II, presidential power increased decade by decade until reaching
its stunning apogee with the Bush administration. Both provocative and illuminating, Bomb Power casts the
history of the postwar period in a new light and sounds an alarm about the continued threat to our
Constitution.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

The feeling that you get from Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the National Security State is a
more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the
National Security State giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Bomb Power: The Modern
Presidency and the National Security State instantly.

Lisa Bates:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the National Security State why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Brenda Carey:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the National Security State will give you a
new experience in studying a book.

Keesha Marks:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Bomb Power: The Modern Presidency and the National
Security State. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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