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Chasing the Rising Sun is the story of an American musical journey told by a prize-winning writer who
traced one song in its many incarnations as it was carried across the world by some of the most famous
singers of the twentieth century.

Most people know the song "House of the Rising Sun" as 1960s rock by the British Invasion group the
Animals, a ballad about a place in New Orleans -- a whorehouse or a prison or gambling joint that's been the
ruin of many poor girls or boys. Bob Dylan did a version and Frijid Pink cut a hard-rocking rendition. But
that barely scratches the surface; few songs have traveled a journey as intricate as "House of the Rising Sun."

The rise of the song in this country and the launch of its world travels can be traced to Georgia Turner, a
poor, sixteen-year-old daughter of a miner living in Middlesboro, Kentucky, in 1937 when the young folk-
music collector Alan Lomax, on a trip collecting field recordings, captured her voice singing "The Rising
Sun Blues." Lomax deposited the song in the Library of Congress and included it in the 1941 book Our
Singing Country. In short order, Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Lead Belly, and Josh White learned the song
and each recorded it. From there it began to move to the planet's farthest corners. Today, hundreds of artists
have recorded "House of the Rising Sun," and it can be heard in the most diverse of places -- Chinese
karaoke bars, Gatorade ads, and as a ring tone on cell phones.

Anthony began his search in New Orleans, where he met Eric Burdon of the Animals. He traveled to the
Appalachians -- to eastern Kentucky, eastern Tennessee, and western North Carolina -- to scour the
mountains for the song's beginnings. He found Homer Callahan, who learned it in the mountains during a
corn shucking; he discovered connections to Clarence "Tom" Ashley, who traveled as a performer in a 1920s
medicine show. He went to Daisy, Kentucky, to visit the family of the late high-lonesome singer Roscoe
Holcomb, and finally back to Bourbon Street to see if there really was a House of the Rising Sun. He
interviewed scores of singers who performed the song. Through his own journey he discovered how
American traditions survived and prospered -- and how a piece of culture moves through the modern world,
propelled by technology and globalization and recorded sound.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Kistler:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American
Song. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Benjamin Holmes:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song to read.

Jose Reed:

This book untitled Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Duane Zook:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song when you essential it?
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