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Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages investigates the common medieval belief that magic could cause
impotence, focusing particularly on the period 1150-1450. The subject has never been studied in detail
before, but there is a surprisingly large amount of information about it in four kinds of source: confessors'
manuals; medical compendia that discussed many illnesses; commentaries on canon law; and theological
commentaries on the Sentences of
Peter Lombard. Although most historians of medieval culture focus on only one or two of these kinds of
source, a broader comparison reveals that medieval writers held surprisingly diverse opinions about what
magic was, how it worked, and whether it was ever legitimate to use it.

Medieval discussions of magically caused impotence also include a great deal of information about magical
practices, most of which have not been studied before. In particular, these sources say a great deal about
popular magic, a subject which has been particularly neglected by historians because the evidence is scanty
and difficult to interpret. Magic and Impotence makes new information about popular magic available for the
first time.

Magic and Impotence also examines why the authors of legal, medical, and theological texts were so
interested in popular magical practices relating to impotence. It therefore uses magically caused impotence as
a case-study to explore the relationship between elite and popular culture. In particular, this study
emphasizes the importance of the thirteenth-century pastoral reform movement, which sought to enforce
more orthodox religious practices. Historians have often noted that this
movement brought churchmen into contact with popular beliefs, but this is the first study to demonstrate the
profound effect it had on theological and legal ideas about magic.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

The book Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Magic and Impotence in the
Middle Ages? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Magic
and Impotence in the Middle Ages has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Rose Nguyen:

Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Magic and Impotence in the
Middle Ages however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage
of crucial pondering.

Nancy Hartsell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Jennifer Newhouse:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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