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'Paganism' is an evocative word that, even today, conjures up deep-seated emotions and prejudices. Until
recently, it was primarily a derogatory term used by Christians to describe the non-Christian cultures
confronted and vanquished by their Churches. For some it evokes images of sacrifice and barbaric behaviour,
while for others it symbolises a peace-loving, nature-worshipping spiritual relationship with the earth.

This Very Short Introduction explores the meaning of paganism - through a chronological overview of the
attitudes towards its practices and beliefs - from the ancient world through to the present day. Owen Davies
largely looks at paganism through the eyes of the Christian world, and how, over the centuries, notions and
representations of its nature were shaped by religious conflict, power struggles, colonialism, and scholarship.

Despite the expansion of Christianity and Islam, Pagan cultures continue to exist around the world, whilst in
the West new formations of paganism constitute one of the fastest-growing religions. Focussing on paganism
in Europe, but exploring the nature of paganism globally, Davies looks at how Europeans discovered new
cultures through colonial expansion, missionary work, and anthropological study. Contemporary social
paganism can be a liberating and social force, and the idea of a global
Pagan theology is now on the religious map.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Paganism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Clementine Frazier:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Paganism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

William Sebastian:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Paganism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Joan Toon:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Paganism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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