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If a spinning disk casts a round shadow does this shadow also spin? When you experience the total blackness
of a cave, are you seeing in the dark? Or are you merely failing to see anything (just like your blind
companion)?

Seeing Dark Things uses visual riddles to explore our ability to see shadows, silhouettes, and black birds--
plus some things that are only metaphorically "dark" such as holes. These dark things are anomalies for the
causal theory of perception which states that anything we see must be a cause of what we see. This
orthodoxy successfully explains why you see the front of this page rather than its rear. However, the causal
theory has trouble explaining how you manage to see the black letters on this page. The letters are made
visible by the light they fail to reflect rather than the light they reflect.

Nevertheless, Roy Sorensen defends the causal theory of perception by treating absences as causes. His
fourteen chapters draw heavily on common sense and psychology to vindicate the assumption that we
directly perceive absences.

Seeing Dark Things is philosophy for the eye. It contains fifty-nine figures designed to prompt visual
judgment. Sorensen proceeds bottom-up from observation rather than top-down from theory. He regards
detailed analysis of absences as premature; he hopes a future theory will refine the pictorial thinking
stimulated by the book's riddles. Just as the biologist pursues genetics with fruit flies, the metaphysician can
study absences by means of shadows.

Shadows are metaphysical amphibians with one foot on the terra firma of common sense and the other in the
murky waters of non-being. Sorensen portrays the causal theory of perception's confrontation with the
shadows as a triumph against alien attack--a victory that deepens a theory that resonates so strongly with
common sense and science. In sum, Seeing Dark Things is an unorthodox defense of an orthodox theory.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

The book Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Seeing
Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Barnes:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows as the
daily resource information.

Zola Campbell:

The actual book Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows has a lot of information on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after scanning this book.

Ronnie Miller:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Seeing Dark Things: The Philosophy of Shadows can
give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Seeing Dark Things: The
Philosophy of Shadows.
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