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In the 1880s, fashionable Londoners left their elegant homes and clubs in Mayfair and Belgravia and
crowded into omnibuses bound for midnight tours of the slums of East London. A new word burst into
popular usage to describe these descents into the precincts of poverty to see how the poor lived: slumming.
In this captivating book, Seth Koven paints a vivid portrait of the practitioners of slumming and their world:
who they were, why they went, what they claimed to have found, how it changed them, and how slumming,
in turn, powerfully shaped both Victorian and twentieth-century understandings of poverty and social
welfare, gender relations, and sexuality.

The slums of late-Victorian London became synonymous with all that was wrong with industrial capitalist
society. But for philanthropic men and women eager to free themselves from the starched conventions of
bourgeois respectability and domesticity, slums were also places of personal liberation and experimentation.
Slumming allowed them to act on their irresistible "attraction of repulsion" for the poor and permitted them,
with society's approval, to get dirty and express their own "dirty" desires for intimacy with slum dwellers
and, sometimes, with one another.

Slumming elucidates the histories of a wide range of preoccupations about poverty and urban life, altruism
and sexuality that remain central in Anglo-American culture, including the ethics of undercover investigative
reporting, the connections between cross-class sympathy and same-sex desire, and the intermingling of the
wish to rescue the poor with the impulse to eroticize and sexually exploit them.

By revealing the extent to which politics and erotics, social and sexual categories overflowed their
boundaries and transformed one another, Koven recaptures the ethical dilemmas that men and women
confronted--and continue to confront--in trying to "love thy neighbor as thyself."
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London.
Try to make the book Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Hollie Hoffman:

This Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London without we know teach
the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Slumming: Sexual
and Social Politics in Victorian London can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Stacy Vincent:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.

Wesley Binns:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,



and also soon. The Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian London provide you with a new
experience in studying a book.
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