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“The best goddamned actor I’ ve ever seen!”—George M. Cohan

His full name was Spencer Bonaventure Tracy. He was called “ The Gray Fox” by Frank Sinatra; other actors
called him the “The Pope.”

Spencer Tracy’simage on-screen was that of a self-reliant man whose sense of rectitude toward others was
matched by his sense of humor toward himself. Whether he was Father Flanagan of Boys Town, Clarence
Darrow of Inherit the Wind, or the crippled war veteran in Bad Day at Black Rock, Tracy was forever seen as
apillar of strength.

In his several comedy roles opposite Katharine Hepburn (Woman of the Year and Adam’s Rib among them)
or in Father of the Bride with Elizabeth Taylor, Tracy was the sort of regular American guy one could
depend on.

Now James Curtis, acclaimed biographer of Preston Sturges (“ Definitive” —Variety), James Whale, and W.
C. Fields (“By far the fullest, fairest, and most touching account . . . we have yet had. Or are likely to have”
—Richard Schickel, The New York Times Book Review, cover review), gives us the life of one of the most
revered screen actors of his generation.

Curtiswrites of Tracy’s distinguished career, his deep Catholicism, his devoted relationship to hiswife, his
drinking that got him into so much trouble, and his twenty-six-year-long bond with his partner on-screen and
off, Katharine Hepburn. Drawing on Tracy’s personal papers and writing with the full cooperation of Tracy’s
daughter, Curtistellstherich story of the brilliant but haunted man at the heart of the legend.

We see him from his boyhood in Milwaukee; given over to Dominican nuns (“ They drill that religion in
you"); hisyears struggling in regional shows and stock (Tracy had a photographic memory and an instinct
for inhabiting a character from within); acting opposite his future wife, Louise Treadwell; marrying and
having two children, their son, John, born deaf.

We see Tracy’ s success on Broadway, his turning out mostly forgettable programmers with the Fox Film
Corporation, and going to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and getting the kinds of roles that had eluded him in the
past—a streetwise priest opposite Clark Gable in San Francisco; a screwball comedy, Libeled Lady;,
Kipling's classic of the sea, Captains Courageous. Three years after arriving at MGM, Tracy became
America stop male star.

We see how Tracy embarked on a series of affairswith his costars . . . making Northwest Passage and Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, which brought Ingrid Bergman into hislife. By the time the unhappy shoot was over,
Tracy, looking to do a comedy, made Woman of the Year. Its unlikely costar: Katharine Hepburn.

We see Hepburn making Tracy her life's project—protecting and sustaining him in the difficult job of being
atop-tier movie star.

And we see Tracy’ s wife, Louise, devoting herself to studying how deaf children could be taught to



communicate orally with the hearing and speaking world.

Curtiswrites that Tracy was ready to retire when producer-director Stanley Kramer recruited him for Inherit

the Wind—a collaboration that led to Judgment at Nuremberg, It's a Mad Mad Mad Mad World, and Tracy’s
final picture, Guess Who's Coming to Dinner . . .

A rich, vibrant portrait—the most intimate and telling yet of this complex man considered by many to be the

actor’ s actor.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Brown:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Spencer Tracy: A Biography can be fine book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Steven Cordell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Spencer Tracy: A
Biography that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individua but for al of you who wants to always be success person. So, for al of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Spencer Tracy: A Biography become your current
Starter.

Diane Sanchez;

This Spencer Tracy: A Biography is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentencesin it. So
if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Spencer Tracy:
A Biography in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So
, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Steven Delor me:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book isa set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Spencer Tracy: A Biography was filled about science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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