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In 1868, The Times reported that poisons contained in dyes were affecting the public's health. A doctor
informed a London magistrate that brilliantly coloured socks had caused severe "constitutional and local
complaint" to severa of his patients. In one case, a patient's foot had become so swollen that his boots had to
be cut off. Respected chemist, William Crookes, offered to identify the poison if doctors would send him
samples of the deadly socks. The story of how he solved the mystery gives this book its title and forms the
basis of the first chapter. Written by a respected science historian and established author, this collection of
essay's contains 42 tales of chemists and their discoveries from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Other
topics covered include: the quirky beliefs of American philanthropist, George Hodgkins; the development of
the chemical laboratory since the 1830s, and the career of C.P. Snow before he became a novelist. Its broad
coverage and modern approach makes it of interest to chemists, teachers, historians and laypeople with an
interest in science. Written with alight style and presented in a series of unconnected vignettes the book is
easy to dip into at leisure.
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From reader reviews:
Doris Edwards:

The book The Case of the Poisonous Socks: Tales from Chemistry make you feel enjoy for your spare time.

Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Case
of the Poisonous Socks: Tales from Chemistry for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou are able to know
everything if you like start and read a guide The Case of the Poisonous Socks: Tales from Chemistry. Kinds
of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Joshua Shaw:

The ability that you get from The Case of the Poisonous Socks: Tales from Chemistry is the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to know but The Case of the Poisonous Socks. Tales from Chemistry giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveystheir point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Case of the Poisonous
Socks: Tales from Chemistry instantly.

Robert Masdlli:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work thisis
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usualy The Case of the Poisonous Socks: Tales from Chemistry why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. Theinside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Janet Kline:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Case of the Poisonous Socks: Tales from
Chemistry which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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