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Barbara Pym is a writer of whom it may be truly said that her life is reflected in her work. This definitive
biography puts Barbara in her setting and relates her life to the age and the world in which she lived.

Drawing on a wealth of previously unpublished material and with the help of Barbara’s sister Hilary and her
friends (including Philip Larkin, Robert Liddell, Henry Harvey and Robert Smith, Hazel Holt, her friend and
literary executor, has drawn a perceptive portrait of Barbara Pym, the woman as well as the novelist.

From the heady atmosphere of pre-war Oxford where she embarked upon a series of highly romantic love
affairs, through her wartime service in the WRNS, to early success as a published writer, we come to know a
person whose humour and sharp observation were uniquely combined with a compassionate acceptance of
human nature – qualities that made her such an outstanding novelist.

Hazel Holt also describes the dark period from 1963, when Barbara Pym’s novels were rejected as
unpublishable, through the wilderness years until 1977 when her literary reputation was triumphantly re-
established by Philip Larkin and Lord David Cecil.

Barbara Pym emerges from these pages as an entertaining companion with an insatiable curiosity and an
unquenchable delight in the eccentricities of her fellows. Readers already acquainted with her novels will
find great pleasure in this biography and those who are not will be irresistibly drawn towards the world of
Barbara Pym.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Wheeler:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Lot to Ask: A Life of Barbara Pym
(Bello) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Penny Stout:

This book untitled A Lot to Ask: A Life of Barbara Pym (Bello) to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Wanda Sousa:

Typically the book A Lot to Ask: A Life of Barbara Pym (Bello) will bring someone to the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book
to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book A Lot to Ask: A Life of Barbara Pym (Bello) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Melanie Young:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. A Lot to Ask: A Life of Barbara Pym (Bello) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.
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